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April 24,1940

President Sano having gone to Niigata to attend the
Organization Meeting of the Rotary Club in that city,
Director Odaira presided in his stead, and the meeting was
promptly opened at the usual time of 12:30 P.M. with the
singing of the National Anthem and “Rotary My Rotary”
Chairman Odaira then said that our Sergeant—at—Arms
Yamamoto, who attended the Organization Meeting of the
Niigata Rotary Club, having returned, he would ask him to
make a report on the Niigata Meeting. Yamamoto said 18
members of our club with 8 members of their families, started
on the 22nd to attend the meeting in Niigata. There were two
members from Kanazawa and one from Koriyama, making in
all 29 visitors; and there are 29 charter members of that club,
So it was a fine meeting with 58 people in all ! The formal
meeting was opened at 11:00 by singing the National Anthem
and paying homage to tlle soldiers who died in the battle field.
After various business sessions they elected the officers. For
President they elected Ichiro Motoiima and for ice—President
Bunkichi Ito. Governor Morimura of the 70th District made a
fine speech, and our President Sano spoke representing the
sponsor club; then Mr. Seiichiro Yasui Governor of Niigata
Prefecture, who was formerly a Rotarian in Keijo gave an
inspiring address. The meeting was closed by singing a
Rotary song.

Before the organizing meeting, the visitors were taken to
visit Niigata harbour and to see that wonderfully extensive
field covered with beautiful tulips in full bloom. Yamamoto
was surprised to hear that all those beautiful flowers were not
for sale in the market, but they are all cut down, and the
bulbs are shipped abroad.

After the meeting they were taken to see the beautiful
cherry trees on the banks of Kajikawa planted for more than
ten miles on both sides of the river. The trees having grown
large enough branches hang down to the surface of the water,
and when walking along the river bank you seemed to be
going through a tunnel of cherry blossoms. Here, Yamamoto
was surprised, being the Sergeant—at—Arms, to see that the
people never try to break the branches although they are
within reach of their hands, while in Tokyo we often see
people proudly carrying home cherry branches when they go
to such places. In the evening they were entertained by the
“human flowers” to their hearts’ content ; and taking the
train that night Yamarnoto came back with Horikoshi, Ikeda,
Kashiwabarai Maruyama, Matsuo, Mataki, Nagase and
Shiraishi to attend our weekly meeting on the 24th.
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